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he SSBP has had another

successful and productive year.

While we were sorry that Chris
Oliver stood down as Treasurer of the
Society after 8 years of trojan work, we
were delighted that Dr Petrus DeVries
agreed to take over the mantle. Chris
proved himself an excellent Treasurer
and leaves the Society in a much more
financially advantageous state than the
situation he inherited. Petrus will have
a difficult time in following in Chris’
footsteps although he is more than
capable of rising to the challenge!
During the year, our membership was
fairly stable at 126 members and we
continue to attract members from a
wide range of disciplines.

In October 2007, the Society's 10™
International Symposium crossed the
Atlantic and was held in California
where it was jointly hosted by Randi
Hagerman and Marjorie Solomon. The
meeting opened with an Educational
Symposium at the M.LLN.D. Institute,
University of California-Davis devoted
to the latest research advances that

have taken place at the M.L.N.D. and
the UC-Davis Medical Center campus.
After the outdoor barbecue (a novel
experience for European delegates in
October!) the meeting moved to beau-
tiful Lake Tahoe. The sight of snow as
the road climbed from Davis to Tahoe
was a surreal experience for those
first-time visitors to California who
were brought up on a diet of the old
Hammond song “It never rains in
Californial” The theme of the meeting
was “Neurobiological commonalities
leading to translational research”
reflecting the huge global growth of
interest in translational research
generally.

The opening session on Imaging and
Cognition featured a keynote lecture
on Neuroimaging in Translational
Research by Cameron Carter from
UC-Davis. The next session, Develop-
ment, Behaviour and Intervention
featured a keynote lecture on Neuro-
cognitive Profiles of Children from
Several Developmental Disorder Pop-
ulations by Tony Simon, also from UC-



Davis. Salvaging European honour,
the final session, Molecular Aspects of
Cognition, featured a keynote lecture
by incoming Treasurer Petrus De Vries
on The Central Role of Intracellular
Signalling on Cognition in Tuberous
Sclerosis Complex (TSC) and Other
Neurodevelopmental Disorders.

The winners of the Les Fountain
Travel Bursary this year were Sarah
Howley (Ireland), Chris Stinton and
Caroline Burrows (UK), Julie Hanck
(Canada), Marta Macedoni-Luksic
(Slovenia), and Faraz Farzin (USA).

The conference dinner was held at the
fantastic Fleur de Lac, nestling on the
shores of Lake Tahoe and surrounded
by the Sierra Nevada mountains. After
canapés and martinis hosted at the
Solomon home, we were treated to a
magnificent meal at the adjoining
restaurant before finally moving to the
boathouse for the pudding. If only the
journey through the complexities of
translational research could be so
enjoyable!

Leopold Curfs, Jim Harris & Petrus
DeVries share happy moments

stand from reliable sources that samp-
ling of a wide range of German beers
features high on the list of cultural
activities planned!

See youin Cologne!
Kieran Murphy, President

The next meeting will be held in the
Society's 21°% year and will be held in
Cologne, Germany and hosted by
Alexander von Gontard. The theme of
this meeting will be Behavioural
Phenotypes and Disorders of Sleep,
Eating and Elimination and | under-

Les Fountain Travel Bursary
Reports

The Les Fountain Travel Bursary
generously provided the funds for me
to attend the annual SSBP meeting in
California this past October. This
award offered me the exciting oppor-
tunity to present results from research
've been conducting in Dr. Susan
Rivera’s lab examining early visual and
cognitive development in infants with
fragile X syndrome. Attending the
conference allowed me to interact
closely with other researchers and
clinicians involved in answering similar
developmental questions, and | was
also exposed to different areas of
study and research methods being
used to investigate behavioural pheno-
types other than fragile X. One of the
highlights for me was engaging in
discussions with fragile X researchers
from Canada, Dr. Kim Cornish and her
graduate student Julie Hanck, as they
are also exploring visual development
in young children with fragile X. The
conference provided a comfortable
atmosphere to share both the beautiful
setting of the Sierra Nevada Mountains
as well as our latest research results!
Overall, participating in this profession-
al meeting was an invaluable experi-
ence and | am grateful to the Society
for the opportunity to attend. | look
forward to seeing everyone at the next
meeting!

Faraz Farzin, Dept of Psychology
University of California- Davis



With the assistance of the Les
Fountain Fund bursary | was able to
attend and present at the 2007 SSBP
International Symposium. This was
both my first SSBP conference since |
had become a member earlier in the
year and my first international con-
ference. It provided me with an
excellent opportunity to hear about
some of the other research that is
taking place in the field of intellectual
disabilities and to present the findings
of my own research (at the time of the
meeting | was in the process of writing
up my PhD on Williams syndrome, so
this can only have helped for my not
too distant viva). In terms of present-
ing, | found that the environment was
very friendly and what could have
been a nerve-wracking experience
was bordering on enjoyable!  The
range of talks and poster presentations
was very good and, in addition to a
wealth of information regarding autism
and Fragile X syndrome, included
topics and syndromes that are less
well researched. | was also particularly
pleased to meet numerous other
researchers and clinicians who were
working with individuals with Williams
syndrome. During the social occas-
ions and between the presentations,
there were plenty of opportunities to
speak with other SSBP members and |
found them to be an amiable and
approachable group. Unfortunately,
due the time pressure of returning
home and completing my thesis, | did
not have a chance to look around on
my visit to the USA (if you exclude the
9 hours that | spent in San Francisco
airport on my way home!). But | think
this just gives me an excuse to return
in the future. | was very pleased with
the 2007 meeting and look forward to
the next one in Germany.

Chris Stinton, Institute of Psychiatry
De Crespigny Park, London SE5 8AF

Tony Simon at the M.I.N.D. Institute

The Les Fountain Travel bursary made
it possible for me to attend the SSBP’s
10" International Symposium at beau-
tiful Lake Tahoe, California. |attended
my first SSBP meeting in my home city
of Dublin last year, which | thoroughly
enjoyed. | was therefore delighted to
be presenting my work for the first time
at the 2007 meeting and also thrilled to
be visiting California!

The experience of the meeting was
entirely positive and certainly made a
lasting impression. | will not forget my
first impressions of the Resort at
Squaw Creek, which served as both
luxurious accommodation and an
elegant and comfortable venue for the
conference. The lobby boasted a huge
open fire and amazing views of the
snow-capped Sierra Nevada mount-
ains surrounding the resort. There
were many cosy cafes and excellent
restaurants as well as one or two
beautiful craft shops and clothes shops
to browse through. My suitcase was
considerably heavier on departure!

The presentations given during the
meeting were highly engaging and
covered a wide range of topics. As the
theme of the meeting was neuro-
biological commonalities across dis-
orders, some presentations emphas-
ised the similarities in behavioural and



neurocognitive  phenotypes across
different syndromes, which gave me a
new perspective on aspects of my own
research that | had not previously
considered.

Kieran, Paul Hagerman & Leopold

Although | was quite anxious about my
own presentation, | felt fortunate to be
presenting for the first time in such a
relaxed and non-threatening setting.
As a relatively inexperienced PhD
student, the feedback | received from
such highly experienced researchers
and clinicians was invaluable. It was
also great to speak to other PhD
students from various parts of the
world who were involved in similar
research areas. All in all my exper-
ience at the conference was very
enjoyable and | look forward to the
2008 meeting!

Sarah Howley
Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland

As | began my doctoral studies in
September 2007 at McGill University
(Montreal), | had the wonderful oppor-
tunity to present two papers at the
SSBP 10™ International Symposium.
This incredible experience was made
possible due to the generous Les
Fountain Fund bursary that | was
fortunate enough to receive.

This would be the first time that I
present my work in an oral present-
ation to an audience full of scientific
‘celebrities’! This conference brought
together the top researchers in a
multitude of different disciplines with
the single aim to understand neurobio-
logical commonalities leading to trans-
lational research. It was one of the
first times that | was able to not only
observe first hand the value of sharing
ideas and working together to push
science further, but | was also able to
participate in it. | believe that the
SSBP conference is a very special
venue because it incorporates so
many different disciplines and methods
to understand similar problems in an
environment that promotes new ideas
because of its openness. [ only I
would have known this in the months
leading up to the conference, | think I
would have been a lot less nervous for
my own presentations!

The entire conference was an incred-
ible thrill for me. The message that |
brought home with me and that will
guide my further research is the
importance of developing experiments
that stem from findings at the
neurobiological level. In Fragile X
syndrome, many important advances
have been made at this level and were
reviewed at the conference, and | am
privileged to now be exploring how
these findings impact the development
of attention and perception.

| was introduced as “Dr Julie Hanck” at
the beginning of my presentations and
practically had a heart attack! How-
ever, | believe that it was at this con-
ference that | finally could see myself
one day as a professor and | thank
everyone for their input and their kind-
ness.

Julie Hanck




| was lucky enough to get the support
of the Les Fountain Bursary covering
registration to participate at the 10th
International Symposium of the SSBP.
At the meeting, | presented results of
the study | had been involved in at the
MIND Institute as a Fulbright scholar:
“Imitation in Children with FXS: Implic-
ations for Autism.” The bursary gave
me the chance not only to participate
at a great scientific and professional
event, but also to meet my »old«
friends and places. Besides, I've
made contacts with some »new
friends from all over the world.

The programme included excellent
presentations and the environment in
general was very friendly. Congratul-
ations to the main organizers Randi
Hagerman and Marjorie Solomon from
the M.I.N.D. Institute for the wonderful
work they did.

It was the first time for me to attend the
SSBP meeting. It's my group now. I'm
the first member of SSBP from
Slovenia. It's a pretty small country, so
it's very important for us to become
part of professional associations
abroad. | hope this membership will
help with connecting and sharing
knowledge and experiences. | look
forward to the Cologne meeting.

Marta Macedoni-Luksic, MD, PhD
Univ. Pediatric Hospital and Institute
for Autism and Related Disorders,
Ljubljana, Slovenia

£14,305. This increase is in assets is
primarily due to the success of
conference organisers in obtaining
sponsorship for the annual scientific
conference and it remains the case
that the Society is heavily dependent
on this stream of income. This year
Randi Hagerman has raised approx-
imately $30,000 in sponsorship for the
scientific meeting. In combination with
the sponsorship acquired for the
Cairns (Stewart Einfeld) and Dublin
(Kieran Murphy) meetings this means
the Society is now in a comparatively
strong financial position.

Ethel Freeman, Alexander & Frigga
von Gontard

SSBP Treasurer’s report for the
year ended 31 August 2007

The current financial assets of the
Society amount to £35,069 (at 7"
August, 2007; about £11,500 in
Current Account, and about £23,500 in
deposit account). Our financial
position has steadily improved since
2004 when our assets amounted to

The apparent reduction in Conference
Expenses shown in the table is in part
due to direct payment of conference
costs by sponsors and delays in
conference costs showing in this
year's accounts. A second source of
increased revenue is the slight
increase in income from membership
fees. It should be noted that the
increase in fees initially resulted in
increased revenue but this has now
decreased as the impact of the
increased fee filters through. [cont'd]
As this is my last Treasurer’s report |
would make three observations:



1) It is important to retain assets
sufficient to run at least one confer-
ence without sponsorship (the
worst case scenario) in order for
the Society to remain in credit.

2) The membership numbers (as evid-
enced by income from membership
fees, probably the best indicator)
appear to have dropped and this
was expected given the doubling in
membership fees. Value for money
is critical to maintaining member-
ship and this is best sought in the
differential in member\non-member
conference registration fees (at
present negligible).

3) The Les Fountain fund (a restricted
asset) has become an important
source of sponsorship for junior
researchers\members and could be
additionally supported by general
funds to offset travel costs in
addition to registration. There are
sufficient assets to award £100
towards travel for each Les
Fountain Bursary awarded for
registration next year, assuming six
bursaries are offered.

| am grateful to Robbie Fountain for
her diligent work during my period as
Treasurer and for the support of all
members of the committee.

Prof. C. Oliver, Honourary Treasurer,
September, 2007

Advance Notice for the SSBP
11th International Symposium,
October 8th-10th, 2008 in
Cologne, Germany

The Society will have its next inter-
national Symposium (the 11th) in
Cologne, Germany. This will also be
the 21°' year since the founding of the
organization. Further details of the
meeting will be posted on the SSBP
website  (www.ssbp.co.uk) in due
course. [The flyer — hot off the press
— is copied on the final page of this
Newsletter.]

Six Les Fountain Travel Bursaries will
be awarded that will cover the
registration fee. The first day of the
Symposium will be an Educational one
on genetic syndromes and autism.
The regular SSBP program and the
AGM will take place on October 9"
and 10™. The final Conference dinner
will be at Maternus Haus. We
welcome your participation in this
historic meeting where SSBP goes to
Germany for the first time.

Chris at the Squaw Creek Resort

Leopold & Alexander get in the spirit of
next year’s Symposium in Cologne!




Petrus deVries & Pat Howlin at Tom Oppe
Memorial Lecture

AGM attendees; in addition to those
already pictured elsewhere, Kieran
O'Malley (2" from left, back row) and
Randi Hageman (sitting, right)

The Resort at Squaw Creek, in the Sierra
Nevada near Lake Tahoe

From right to left:

Pat Howlin, Robbie Fountain, Roger &

Ethel Freeman

Conference or membership
information

Further information regarding any
meeting or about the membership of
the SSBP is available from:

Robbie Fountain,

Administrative Secretary,

SSBP Office, Douglas House,

18b Trumpington Road, Cambridge
CB2 2AH, U K.

Tel: +44 (0)1223 746100
Fax:+44 (0)1223 746122
Email: ssbprobbie@aol.com

See overleaf for Cologne flyer

Roger Freeman, editor, 2008
Photos: Roger Freeman & Jim Harris



SOCIETY FOR THE STUDY OF BEHAVIOURAL PHENOTYPES
9™ - 10" October 2008
Sleep, eating and other disorders associated with B ehavioural
Phenotypes:
Genetic factors and implications for treatment

Plus an Educational Symposium on 8th October

Can the study of genetic syndromes aid the understa nding and treatment of
Autism Spectrum Disorders?

In the 21st year of the SSBP our annual meeting will take place in Cologne,
Germany. The focus of our meeting will be on basic mechanisms and the practical
management of sleep, eating and elimination disorders associated with behavioural
phenotypes. Additional topics will include: Prader-Willi and Smith-Magenis
Syndromes and Autism.

Keynote speakers will include: Johannes Hebebrand, Robert Didden,
Erik van Laecke, Hans Christian Steinhausen and Tony Holland

Abstracts on any of the above topics must be submitted to the SSBP by Friday,
30" May 2008.

Further information can be obtained from the SSBP Office, Douglas House,
18b Trumpington Road, Cambridge CB2 8AH, UK

Tel:+44 (0)12223 746100 Fax: +44(0)1223 746122

Email: ssbprobbie@aol.com Web site: www.ssbp.co.uk




